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As an announcer on Brisbane radio station Nova 
106.9FM, Emily Jade O’Keeffe’s winning brand of 
cheeky on-air antics brings daily vivacity and fun to 
thousands of listeners in workplaces, homes, cars and 
anywhere else you might find an FM-radio band.

adio personality Emily Jade O’Keeffe has 
one of the best jobs in the world, if you 
can call it a job (her words, not mine). 
She spends her time interviewing some 
of the world’s biggest celebrities, as well 
as talking to ‘the man on the street’, while 
listening to her favourite songs. 

In an industry subjugated by men, egos, 
ratings and the ‘not so famous’ (referring 
to society’s fascination with reality TV 
stars and program directors’ interest in 
integrating them into an already cut-
throat industry), Emily stands proud 
and successful as one of the country’s 
highest rating announcers. She’s also 
now a dedicated Queenslander who has 
turned down amazing job offers outside the  
state so she could stay to enjoy the  
lifestyle and remain with her beloved  
family and friends.

This bubbly buxom blonde (and “former 
Miss Launceston Cup winner,” she tells me 
with a hearty laugh), holds the prestigious 
distinction of launching four successful 
radio stations along the East Coast of 
Australia and is credited in Brisbane 
as being the number one afternoon 
announcer for the past two years in a city 
boasting more radio stations than a CD 
stacker. Although it sounds like a cliché, 
Emily insists it is “passion, determination, 
hard work and a bit of luck” that got her 
so far. And after meeting her, it’s clear  
she has a passionate personality and 
the drive to succeed in such a highly 
competitive industry. 

Emily was inspired to work in 
entertainment by her theatrically-minded 
parents. Her journey began in school. “In 
year eleven I helped start the first school 
radio station at Don College (Devonport, 
Tasmania) by raising money for the project 
through school socials and Blue Light 

Discos. After getting the green light from 
the Principal I then began broadcasting 
every lunch hour,” she says. 

“When I headed off to University, my 
love affair with radio continued and I 
worked for three years at the community 
radio station while juggling two jobs 
and study. Then after university came  
an opportunity to work in commercial 
radio when I was finally paid for my 
efforts,” she laughs.

Talking in between strokes of blush 
and foundation being applied by her 
stylist, Cassie, Emily’s recount of her rise 
through the radio ranks seems as if it was 
almost effortless, but in reality she has 
worked from a young age to succeed in 
an industry that tends to be more ruthless 
than most. 

She says she feels privileged to work 
in the comfort of a multi-million dollar  
air-conditioned studio at a Queensland 
radio station that has been on-air for less 
than two years, but that already dominates 
as a South-East Queensland favourite. As 
one of this country’s number-one rating 
announcers, she does have views to express 
on the difference between hard work and 
‘luck’ (this is especially in regard to her 
thoughts on reality TV stars scoring such 
plush jobs while dedicated and aspiring 
announcers cue at social security or wait 
their turn in remote country towns). 

“I find it very disheartening to see 
people who have done the hard work 
but don’t get the opportunity because 
of people getting their ‘15-minutes’ on 
reality (television),” she says. “However, if 
they have talent and are exciting to listen 
to well, good on them,” Emily adds in her 
sweet diplomatic way.

Emily considers that for the better 
half of the past decade she has led   
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somewhat of a nomadic lifestyle. “In 1999, 
I was the first voice on the brand new Sea 
FM in Tasmania, and then in 2000 I was 
the first voice on CFM Toowoomba. I 
saw them both go to number one in their 
target market before I moved on. In 2005, I 
helped launch successful Gold Coast radio 
station 102.9 Hot Tomato and from there I 
shifted to Brisbane’s Nova 106.9.” 

In a job which pays you to play music 
and talk to famous (and not so famous) 
people every day, it’s interesting to consider 
that people can actually get paid for such 
a role! Surely I can be forgiven for being 
a little envious (okay, jealous). So is there 
a downside to this surreal profession?  
“I do love it but I wake up every day feeling 
sick in the stomach thinking that one day 
it might all come to an end and I will  
have to get a ‘real’ job,” Emily explains 
with an almost embarrassed giggle and 
infectious smile. 

As successful as Emily is in ‘radio land’, 
she has already considered an alternative, 
should it all ‘come to an end’. That ‘real’ 
job could be a Marriage Celebrant, 

because during her spare time, when 
she is not ‘frocked up’ and hosting  gala 
events around town, Emily studies for this 
alternative pastime. “I love being around 
people who are in love and everything to 
do with love, so it’s also a perfect job for 
me,” she says. An endearing smile appears 
on her cover-girl face as her boyfriend 
Gerard looks on with pride, nestled 
amongst a group of admirers who are now 
watching as we complete the makeup at the 
MAC counter at Pacific Fair.

It is no wonder that Emily has gathered 
a large following of fans. This beautiful 
girl conveys amazing enthusiasm and 
a positive approach to life. She has the 
ability to transfer her bright and bubbly 
personality across the airwaves – a 
unique skill in itself – without letting the 
popularity of it all go to her head. 

W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  h e r  m o s t 
embarrassing moment on radio, she 
recalls with clarity and a mischievous grin 
the time she read on-air a hate letter from 
a disgruntled ex-boyfriend, supported, of 
course, by all the sound efforts of radio 

wizardry. “The letter explained in detail 
what he thought of me, in no uncertain 
terms,” she giggles. “Let’s just say he  
has finally gained closure, much to  
the amusement of several hundred 
thousand listeners.”

“I did have an embarrassing moment 
recently when the lead singer of The 
Presidents of the United States (an 
internationally-recognised rock band) 
arrived at my 30th birthday party and I 
proceeded to ask him, ‘who are you, would 
you like a drink?’”

As well as sharing her stories and 
adventures, Emily is always delighted to 
impart advice to anyone with the dream 
of working in radio. “Always offer to 
work for free at community radio stations 
because you need to get experience on-air 
to get the opportunities. Or you can attend 
radio school, but getting on-air experience 
is crucial to opening ‘studio doors’,” she 
smiles. 
More on Emily at www.emilyjade.com.au 
or you can catch her on-air weekdays on 
Nova 106.9FM (www.nova1069.com.au) cc  
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“I do love it but I wake up every day 
feeling sick in the stomach thinking that 
one day it might all come to an end 
and I will have to get a ‘real’ job.”
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