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Mobile helps cap household bills

Summer savings special
Jennifer Dudley

RADIO personality Emily
Jade O�Keeffe keeps up with
the latest mobile phone
trends and has bought a
stylish three-megapixel cam-
era phone just released in
Queensland.

The Nova 106.9FM week-
day announcer can afford to
invest in thoroughly modern
mobiles because she no
longer has an expensive
home phone.

O�Keeffe is part of a grow-
ing trend away from home
telephones in favour of
mobile phones on a capped
monthly rate.

��I just live on my mobile
phone and that�s why I need-
ed the capped rate,�� she said.

��It�s everything to me. If I
lost my phone I would surely

just shrivel up and die.��
The phone-loving radio

presenter, originally from
Gatton, scrapped her home
phone after buying a house
and found herself looking for
ways to save money and cope
with a mortgage.

��I just thought �I nearly
don�t use the home phone,
it�s defunct�,�� she said. ��This
way you�re not talking to the
wall. You can chat anywhere,
and (home) phones are ex-
pensive. You pay at least $30
for line rental before you
make a call.��

Even so, O�Keeffe said she
was reluctant to make the
move until one of her friends
introduced her to Vodafone�s
$79 cap, which includes $500
worth of calls, text and
picture messages.

She said the offering suited
her perfectly as she rarely

used more than her $500
monthly limit � with Christ-
mas being an exception �
and her friends and relatives
had begun to take advantage
of her new billing status.

��My mum calls me and says
�call me back� because she
knows I�m on a cheap plan,��
she said.

V o d a f o n e h a s s i n c e
expanded its capped offer-
ings to include a $49 capped
plan, and Optus and Telstra
have both matched the offer.

O�Keeffe has now turned
to finding other ways to save
on mobile phones, and is
using her new mobile instead
of a digital camera and MP3
player ��so I don�t need to buy
an iPod��.

��The only thing it needs is
a radio,�� she said.
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HOME alone with a mobile . . . radio announcer Emily Jade O’Keeffe has ditched her home phone for a versatile, cheap mobile. Picture: Glenn Barnes


